Life’s Healing Choices

THE BEATITUDES

THERE’S NO RECOVERY WITHOUT PRAYER
Parts 1-3

EXAMPLES OF PRAYER CAUSING RECOVERY
1. When the Israelites got impatient & rebellious

“..Then the people grew impatient on the way and they began to murmur
and complain against God and Moses. Why did you lead us here?...We
hate where we are, and we hate the food!...So God sent poisonous snakes
to punish them and many became sick and died from the bites. Then the
people confessed ‘We have sinned...Pray for us!” So Moses prayed for
them...Then God told Moses to make a bronze staff...and when those
who’d been bitten looked (in faith) to Moses’ staff they recovered!

NUMBERS 21:4-9

With prayer we can recover...




2. When Jeroboam was upset hearing a hard truth

“So King Jeroboam stretched out his hand in anger against the Man
of God who had told him the truth and it instantly became paralyzed...
The king cried out ‘Pray for me!’ So the man of God prayed to the
Lord, and the king recovered the normal use of his hand!”

1 KINGS 13:4-6

With prayer we can recover...

3. When Hezekiah was told he’d never recover

“In those days King Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of death. Isaiah the
prophet went to him and said, “The Lord says: Put your house in order, because
you are going to die. You are not going to recover!” But Hezekiah turned his
face to the wall and he prayed, pleading to the Lord, ‘Remember Lord, how I've
walked before you faithfully with wholehearted devotion and I've done what is
good in your eyes.’ And Hezekiah wept loudly as he prayed. Then, before Isaiah
had even left the king’s court, God’s word came to him again: ‘Go back and tell
Hezekiah ‘I've heard your prayer and I've seen your tears. You will recover
and I will heal you...I'm going to add fifteen years to your life! Also I'm going to
deliver you and this city from Assyria’s domination.’...so Hezekiah recovered.”

2 KINGS 20:1-7

“After Hezekiah’s recovery, he wrote a prayer of praise:...You restored my
health and | am fully recovered with a fresh infusion of life! But it was good
for me to go through all those troubles because throughout them all, you
held tight to my life! You never let me tumble over the edge into nothing. But
my sins, you did let go of, you threw them behind your back!”

ISAIAH 38:9-17



With prayer we can recover...

4. When two blind men cried out to Jesus

“Two blind men were sitting by the roadside when they heard that Jesus was
passing by. So they cried out, ‘Lord, have mercy on us!’ The crowd rebuked them,
telling them to be silent, but they prayed even louder ‘Lord, have mercy on us!’...
Jesus stopped and said, “What do you want me to do for you?” They said ‘We don’t
want to be blind anymore! Give us sight!’ With deep compassion, Jesus touched
their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and they followed him,”

MATTHEW 20:30-34

With prayer we can recover...

5. When Peter had his massive public failure

(Predicting Peter’s fall) Jesus said “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you just
as wheat is sifted. but I have prayed for you, Simon, so that your faith may not
fail. And when you have recovered, it will be your job to strengthen your brothers.”

LUKE 22:31-32

With prayer we can recover...




6. When Job lost literally everything

“After the Lord had finished speaking to Job, he said to Eliphaz, “I'm
angry with you and your two friends, because you did not speak the
truth about me, the way my servant Job did. Now | want you to make a
sacrifice...and Job will pray for you! Then | will answer his prayer and
not disgrace you the way you deserve...So Job'’s three friends did what
the Lord told them to do, and the Lord answered Job’s prayer. Then,
when Job prayed for his friends, the Lord restored Job’s health and
prosperity, and Job recovered twice as much as he had before his pain.”

JOB 42:7-10

Our recovery is only complete...

Jesus announced His Mission on earth by reading from Isaiah 61:1-4

“God'’s Spirit is on me. He’s chosen me to preach the good news to the poor, to
announce freedom to those held captive, to give recovery of sight to the blind, to set
the burdened and battered free, to proclaim that this is the time of God’s Favor!”

LUKE 4:18 (MES)

The rest of Isaiah’s prophesy adds:

“..and to heal the brokenhearted...to comfort all who mourn...and to give beauty for
ashes and joy and gladness instead grief!... Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins,
they will restore the devastated places, and they will renew the ruined cities!”

ISAIAH 61:1-4 (GW)



